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 NEWSLETTER 

February branch meeting  
With Javier Rodriguez, P.E. 

 
The Miami-Dade Branch of the ASCE is pleased to announce Mr. Javier Rodriguez, P.E. as our guest speaker for 
our February Branch Meeting.  Javier will discuss recent interests throughout Miami-Dade County.  You don’t 

want to miss this presentation. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

When:  Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Time:  Networking at 11:30 AM 

Luncheon and Presentation from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM 

Where:  94th Aero Squadron Restaurant 

(1395 NW 57th Avenue, Miami, Florida  33126) 

Click here for directions. 

Price: $30.00 per Person; $15.00 per Student 
 

RSVP: Please respond to Connie Seiler at 786-264-7200 ext. 7157 or via e-mail at cseiler@langan.com 

(preferred). 
 
There is plenty of free parking and the menu is exquisite (Fresh Garden 
Salad, Tomato Wedges, Buttered Mahi Mahi served with Lemon Beurre 
Blanc Sauce, Rice Pilaf and Vegetables.  To top it off, there’s Key Lime 
Pie, Iced Tea and Coffee…are you hungry yet?) 

 
We’ll see you there! 
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Mr. Javier Rodriguez, P.E. 

Javier Rodriguez was selected by the Board of the Miami Dade 
Expressway Authority to serve as its second executive director and 
formally took over in March 2007.  His primary duties are to oversee all 

aspects of MDX’s Twenty-Year Master Transportation Plan, with its 

current $620.7 million five-year work program. 

 
Mr. Rodriguez’s responsibilities encompass the operation and 

maintenance of the existing toll road system, its expansion and 

financing.  Prior to joining MDX, Mr. Rodriguez worked with the Florida 

Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Six for 16 years, including 

four years as Director of Transportation Systems Development. 
 
A native Floridian, Mr. Rodriguez earned his Bachelor of Science degree 

in Civil Engineering from Florida International University and is a 

licensed Professional Engineer registered in the State of Florida.  He 
has received numerous awards recognizing his public service and 

engineering ability. 

http://www.miamidade-asce.org/
http://www.fla-asce.org/
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&source=hp&q=1395+NW+57th+avenue,+33126&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=1395+NW+57th+Ave,+Miami,+FL+33126&gl=us&ei=-ABNS6LKEoKVtgeZpNDzDA&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=title&resnum=1&ved=0CAgQ8gEwAA
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President’s Message 
 

Dear ASCE Members: 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Miami-Dade Branch of ASCE, I 

want to wish our members a happy and prosperous new year.  We are 

looking forward to new and exciting things for 2010. 
 

We want to thank all who attended the joint holiday party last month 

with the Miami Chapter of the Florida Engineering Society (FES), and 

also thank you for your contributions to the “Toys for Tots” drive.  

Everyone had a great time and we were comforted to know that it was 
all for a great cause. 

 

The Miami-Dade Branch is looking forward to an exciting year ahead full 

of interesting programs.  For our February Branch Meeting, Mr. Javier 

Rodriguez, P.E., Director of the Miami-Dade Expressway Authority (MDX), 
will join us for a lunchtime presentation on recent interests throughout 

Miami-Dade County.  Other programs in the works include a 

presentation on the new Miami Marlins Stadium, a technical seminar on 

deep foundations and a Stormwater Management Workshop held jointly 

with the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) and the 
Broward and Palm Beach Branches of the ASCE.  Please stay tuned to 

our newsletter and website for upcoming details on these programs. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in February! 

 
Regards, 
 

Rafael  M. Piña, P.E. 
President 
Miami-Dade Branch ASCE 
 

 

 

http://www.miamidade-asce.org/
http://www.fla-asce.org/
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Younger Member Forum (YMF) corner 
YMF SOCIAL 

Anyone thirsty?  It’s about time for a YMF Social!  Mark your calendars because we’re 

making it happen.  No need to RSVP, just show up!  Limited beverages and appetizers will be 

included. 

 

When:  Thursday, January 28, 2010 @ 6:30 PM 

Location: Chevy’s at Doral 

 8191 NW 12th Street 

Doral, FL 33126 
    

        

 
 

 

Sponsorship Opportunities Available:  Should your firm be interested in sponsoring, 

please contact Peter J. Dueño, E.I. or Angela Baron, E.I. (contact information on page 10). 

 

WANT TO BECOME A YMF MEMBER? 

The Miami-Dade ASCE Younger Members Forum (YMF) Committee is currently looking for 

young members.  The following are the only three prerequisites required in order to be a 

YMF member: (1) Must be current ASCE member, (2) be under the age of 35 years old, and 

(3) have graduated in any track of civil engineering.  If you are interested and would like to 

know the available positions then please contact Peter J. Dueño, E.I. (YMF Chair) or Angela 

Baron, E.I. (YMF Co-Chair). 

 

GOT FACEBOOK? 

The YMF committee has started a group in Facebook titled “Miami-Dade ASCE Younger 

Member Forum (YMF).”  The YMF will be posting recent news of upcoming events, as well 

as, posting photos. If you have any questions, comments, or requests, please feel free to 

contact Angela Baron, E.I. at angiebaron@gmail.com. 

WANT TO BE A SPONSOR 

FOR OUR NEXT EVENT? 

Contact Peter J. Dueno, E.I. 

for more information on 

how your company may 

sponsor one of the YMF 

socials or community 

service outings. 

http://www.miamidade-asce.org/
http://www.fla-asce.org/
mailto:angiebaron@gmail.com
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Younger Member Forum (YMF) corner 

MIAMI-DADE BRANCH ASCE ADOPT-A-ROAD CLEAN UP 

ATTENTION CIVIL ENGINEERS AND STUDENTS 

 

Please join us in this great opportunity to give back 
to our community. 

 
When:  Saturday, February 27, 2010 

            @ 9:00 am 

 
Where:  MDC – Kendall Campus 

             11011 SW 104th Street 
             Miami, Florida 

             (Meet in the southwest parking lot 

             near the intersection of SW 113th  

             Avenue and SW 104th Street) 

 

 

Please RSVP to Barton Fye via e-mail at barton.fye@westhorp.com by Friday, February 26, 2010 to reserve 

your safety vest and gloves. 

 

Our supply of safety vests and gloves is 

Limited. 
 

Be on the lookout for a flyer coming your way in February. 

Want to become YMF Member? 
We are looking for young members 
who are current ASCE members, under 

the age of 35 years, and have 
graduated in any track of civil 

engineering. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering 

for a YMF position, please contact 
Peter J. Dueño, E.I., YMF Chair, at 

pdueno@chenandassociates.com. 

 

 

Got Facebook? 

Join our “Miami-Dade 
ASCE Young Member 

Forum” for YMF updates 
and event 

announcements. 

 

YMF Board Members 

2009 – 2010 

 

Peter J. Dueño, E.I. – Chair 

Angela Baron, E.I.  – Co-Chair 
Barton Fye, E.I. – Community 

Service Officer 

Yulet Miguel, E.I. - Historian 

 

http://www.miamidade-asce.org/
http://www.fla-asce.org/
mailto:barton.fye@westhorp.com
mailto:pdueno@chenandassociates.com
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Corner 

 

The fall 2009 term brought much success to the FIU-ASCE Student Chapter.  Thanks to the 

South Florida Chapter of the American Concrete Institute (ACI), FIU-ASCE was able to make 

a field trip to the CEMEX Quarry located in the Town of Medley, Florida.  Our members 

toured one of the largest quarries in the United States.  We obtained a first hand look at the 

mining process used to obtain fine and coarse aggregates for concrete.  We were even able 

to see the separation process of the distinct aggregates by a series of crushers. 

 

Another fascinating field trip was made in conjunction with the Miami-Dade Branch to the 

Miami Intermodal Center (MIC) on October 24, 2009.  A complete tour of the construction of 

the MIC Project was given to us, outlining its purpose, transportation objectives, as well as 

the future expansions capacity. 

 

On a different note, our Student Chapter hosted the Cuban American Association of Civil 

Engineers (CAACE) meeting on November 19, 2009.  It was at this meeting that a special 

presentation was given to the Florida International University (FIU) students about the 

association’s organization, history, vision and future.  The CAACE presented the Jose A. Vila 

Scholarship to Mayumi Bravo.  FIU-ASCE would like to thank the CAACE for allowing us to 

host what we considered to be a very successful event.  

For homecoming, the FIU-ASCE got together with seven other engineering societies to host 

the 2nd Annual Engineer’s Tailgate.  This event proved to be a sensational gathering for all 

as we enjoyed good eats prepared by a locally renowned cook.  Our members were able to 

network with fellow engineering colleagues and faculty members that visited.  

 

For activities, we have formed the FIU-ASCE Intramural Soccer Team (pictured below). 

These are just a few events in which our Student Chapter has participated.  Stay tuned. 

 

In Golden Panther spirit, 

 

Hector Gomez 

Student Chapter President 

The Florida International University 
 

 

 

 

 

     FIU-ASCE INTRAMURAL SOCCER TEAM 

 

http://www.miamidade-asce.org/
http://www.fla-asce.org/
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 able to get together to work and discuss their respective competitions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Furthermore, Jose Cueto organized a seminar with the Cuban American 

Association of Civil Engineers (CAACE) in collaboration with FIU-ASCE.  

Students from both universities were able to talk to professionals and learn 

more about their businesses and the professional organization.  UM-ASCE 

would like to congratulate Jose Cueto for winning a scholarship presented to 

him by the CAACE. 

 

Lastly, this month Reem Madkour and Ryan Goolabsingh attended the Florida 

Section’s Board of Directors Meeting in Orlando.  They drove to Orlando just 

for the meeting and came back all in one day.  The experience was a first for 

both of them and quite beneficial.  When they returned they had several 

great ideas to help improve the Student Chapter.  UM-ASCE would like to give 

a special thank you to Reem and Ryan for their devotion to the organization. 

 

Classes are soon underway for the spring semester.  The coming year looks to be promising.  For 

more information on our Student Chapter, visit us at www.umasce.com. 

 

Patrick D. Kaimrajh, E.I. 

Student Chapter President 

The University of Miami 

 

 

 

As the year 2009 began to wind down, UM-ASCE worked even harder to make sure the year ended 

on a good note.  More and more progress was made on the steel bridge and concrete canoe with 

each passing day.  A chapter meeting was held for the purpose of getting people involved and 

interested in the Southeastern Regional Student Conference competitions coming up this spring.  

Members were given brief information and rules on each of the fifteen competitions.  Teams were 

At the beginning of November 2009, UM-ASCE hosted a career guidance seminar.  

Practitioner Advisor Rafael Piña, Hernando Vasquez, Cristina Gonzalez, Dr. Brian 

Metrovich, Andres Baquerizo, as well as several FIU-ASCE students were in attendance.  

The professionals represented four disciplines in civil engineering: government, 

consulting, academia, and construction.  Students were able to ask questions about 

each of the professions.   
 

In addition, representatives from Kimley-Horn visited UM to present information about 

their company.  UM-ASCE would like to thank them for sponsoring the meeting. 
 

UM-ASCE also participated in “Canstruction,” a competition hosted by the UM School of 

Architecture, in November.  ASCE members joined other students in a campus wide 

event donating canned good for the homeless.  Once the cans were collected and 

counted, teams grabbed as many cans as they could and began building structures and 

objects with the cans.  ASCE built a model of the Burj Dubai.  Although ASCE did not 

place, several members were seen and noted in the Miami Herald on November 7th. 

 

http://www.miamidade-asce.org/
http://www.fla-asce.org/
http://www.umasce.com/
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Up-coming continuing education web seminars 
 

Jan. 15, 2010  Improving Safety At Railroad Highway Grade Crossings 
Jan. 19, 2010  Avoiding Problems In Masonry Construction 
Jan. 20, 2010 Quality:  What Is It And How Do We Achieve It? 

Jan. 20, 2010 Navigation Engineering:  Understanding The Basics Of This Growing Specialty 
Jan. 21, 2010  Bridge Scour Computations With HEC-RAS 
Jan. 22, 2010 Designing Bicycle Facilities 
Jan. 25, 2010 Load And Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) For Geotechnical Engineering Features:  Design and 

  Construction Of Driven Pile Foundations 
Jan. 26, 2010 Satisfying Customers And Clients:  What Does It Take? 
Jan. 26, 2010 Wind And Seismic Retrofit Of Steel-Framed Buildings 

Jan. 27, 2010 Design Of Buildings For Coastal Flooding 
Jan. 28, 2010 Critical Path Method:  Introduction To The Method and Software 
Jan. 29, 2010 Design Of Steel Lintels In Masonry Walls 

Feb. 1, 2010  Sustainable Stormwater Hydrology:  Concepts To Reduce Hydrologic Footprint 

Feb. 2, 2010  Wind And Seismic Retrofit Of Concrete Buildings 
Feb. 3, 2010  More, Better, Faster:  Existing And Innovative Interchange Designs 
Feb. 4, 2010  Implementing Design-Build In The Public Sector 

Feb. 4, 2010  Using Whole Systems Design Techniques To Improve Sustainable Performance 
Feb. 5, 2010  If You Haven’t Planned It – You Can’t Control It 
Feb. 8, 2010  Load And Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) For Geotechnical Engineering Features:  Drilled Shaft 
  Foundations 

Feb. 9, 2010  Condition Evaluation Of Existing Structures 
Feb. 10, 2010  An Introduction To The Facilities Planning Process:  Area Development Plans 

Feb. 11, 2010  Seismic Review 

Feb. 11, 2010  Renovation Of Wood Trusses 
Feb. 11 – Mar. 24, 2010 Seismic + P.E. Structural I Exam Review:  6-Part Series 
Feb. 11 – Mar. 25, 2010 Seismic + P.E. Civil Exam Review:  12-Part Series 
Feb. 11 – Apr. 1, 2010 Seismic + P.E. Civil Exam Review:  15-Part Series – Includes Depth Sessions 

Feb. 12, 2010  Improved Project Communication:  Within And Outside Of The Project Team 
Feb. 12 – Feb. 19, 2010 The Modern Roundabout As A Traffic Signal Alternative:  2-Part Series 
Feb. 16, 2010  Design of High-Rise Steel Structures:  The Basics 

Feb. 16 – Feb. 25, 2010 P.E. Civil Exam Review:  12-Part Series 
Feb. 16 – Apr. 1, 2010 P.E. Civil Exam Review:  15-Part Series – Includes Depth Sessions 

Feb. 17 – Mar. 24, 2010 P.E. Structural I Exam Review:  6-Part Series 
Feb. 17, 2010  Engineering Through Ethical Challenges 

Feb. 18, 2010  Specifying Lightweight Wood Trusses 
Feb. 22, 2010 Project Partnering:  Principals, Techniques and Benefits 
Feb. 22 – Mar. 29, 2010 P.E. Environmental Exam Review:  6-Part Series 

Feb. 23, 2010 Verification Of Computer Calculations By Approximate Methods 
Feb. 24, 2010 Antiquated Structural Systems 
Feb. 25, 2010 Minimizing The Effects Of Shrinkage In Wood Structures 
Feb. 26, 2010 Improving Pedestrian Crossing Safety At Uncontrolled Locations 

 
Detailed descriptions of the web seminars are available on ASCE’s website at www.asce.org/webinar/list.  Registration for 
these seminars is closed 3 business days prior to the seminar.  If you are attempting to register within the 3 days before 

the seminar begins, please contact customer service at webinars@asce.org. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Miami-
Dade Branch 

wishes to 
congratulate 
the following 
members for 
passing the 

f.e. exam: 
 

Michael Benjhimal, E.I. 
Jennifer Borges, E.I. 

Josenrique Cueto, E.I. 
Peter J. Dueño, E.I. 

Charlie Duverge, E.I. 
Yulet Miguel, E.I. 

Patrick D. Kaimrajh, E.I. 
Russell Thomas Kiger, E.I. 

Monica M. Maher, E.I. 
Rasheed K. Muslimani, E.I. 

Cristina Ortega, E.I. 
Michael Stone, E.I. 

Dronix Suarez, E.I. 

Congratulations to avinash thummadi for having 
passed the p.e. exam in October, 2009 

 

“Nash” has been a volunteer member serving on the Miami-Dade Branch Board of Directors for 3 

years.  Nash, we thank you for all your efforts in making today a better quality of life for all.  

 

http://www.miamidade-asce.org/
http://www.fla-asce.org/
http://www.asce.org/webinar/list
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NEWSLETTER sponsorship 
You can place a half page ($50.00 - one time; $400.00 – one year) or a full page ($80.00 - one time; $600.00 – one year) 

advertisement in our newsletter. We also have sponsorship opportunities where you can place your business card in our newsletter 
for one calendar year; the price is $120.00. 

Thanks again for your continuous support and for making 2009 another successful year. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Branch Treasurer: 

Avinash B. Thummadi, P.E. at avinash.thummadi@psiusa.com. 

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS 

 
 

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFO 
 

Please update your contact information with Christopher 
Zavatsky at czavatsky@millerlegg.com, if you have 

recently changed firms, moved to new location, changed 

e-mail address and unable to receive this newsletter. 

http://www.miamidade-asce.org/
http://www.fla-asce.org/
mailto:avinash.thummadi@psiusa.com
mailto:czavatsky@millerlegg.com
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Newsletter SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A SPECIAL 

THANKS 

TO OUR 

SPONSORS. 

 

WE 

APPRECIATE 

YOUR 

GENEROUS 

SUPPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.miamidade-asce.org/
http://www.fla-asce.org/


January 12, 2010  Volume 24 Number 1 

 

Page 10 of 10 

 

ASCE on the Web: 
Miami-Dade: 
www.miamidade-asce.org 

 
Florida Section: 
www.fla-asce.org 

 
National: 
www.asce.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Your 
ASCE Branch 

ASCE's mission is to provide essential value to our 

members, their careers, our partners and the public by 
developing leadership, advancing technology, advocating 
lifelong learning and promoting the profession. 
 

WEB SITE:  

Please visit our web site at www.miamidade-asce.org 

to see a list of our branch sponsors, a copy of the latest 
newsletter, current officers and photos from recent 

events.  The Florida Section just unveiled a new, user-
friendly website at www.fla-asce.org that provides the 

latest information happening at the State level. The 
national ASCE website is www.asce.org. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Please update your contact information in the ASCE 

database if you have not done so in the past year.  Many 
of our members are not receiving the newsletter and 

any other important information due to old contact 

information. 

2009-2010 OFFICERS  

AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

PRESIDENT 

Rafael M. Piña, P.E. 

Langan Engineering & Environmental Services 

TEL (786) 264-7217 

rpina@langan.com 

SECRETARY 

Javier Manso, P.E. 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 
TEL (305) 728-7433 

javier.manso@hdrinc.com 

 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Lucas Rincon, P.E. 

CDM 
TEL (305) 372-7171 

rinconl@cdm.com 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Sergio Alfonso, Jr., P.E., F.ASCE 

Marlin Engineering, Inc. 
TEL (305) 477-7575 

salfonso@marlinengineering.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Maria Fernandez-Porrata 

Marlin Engineering, Inc. 
TEL (305) 477-7575 ext. 33 

mfporrata@marlinengineering.com 

DIRECTOR 

Juan Villegas, P.E. 

PSI, Inc. 
TEL (305) 471-7725 

juan.villegas@psiusa.com 
 

TREASURER 

Avinash B. Thummadi, P.E. 

PSI, Inc. 
TEL (305) 471-7725 

avinash.thummadi@psiusa.com 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Christopher A. Zavatsky, E.I. 

Miller Legg 

TEL (786) 581-2513 
czavatsky@millerlegg.com 

 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Dhuruva (Drew) Badri, P.E. 

PSI, Inc. 
TEL (305) 471-7725 

dhuruva.badri@psiusa.com 

YOUNGER MEMBER FORUM (YMF) 

Peter J. Dueño, E.I. 

Chen and Associates 
TEL (786) 497-1500 

pdueno@chenandassociates.com 

 

UNIVERSITY RELATIONS 

Meghan T. Wells, E.I. 

Chen & Associates, Inc. 
TEL (954) 730-0707 x105 

mwells@chenandassociates.com 

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 

Fernando Tinoco, Ph.D., F.ASCE 

Department of Civil, Architectural, and 

Environmental Engineering 
TEL (305) 284-3391 

ftinoco@miami.edu 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

Nakin Suksawang, Ph.D. 

Department of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering 
TEL (305) 348-0110 
suksawan@fiu.edu 

 

UNIVERSITY FACULTY ADVISORS 

Contact Your 
ASCE Florida 

section 
 

VICE PRESIDENT, FLORIDA SECTION – DISTRICT 1 
Eric S. Czerniejewski, P.E. 

Miller Legg 

TEL (954) 628-3623 

eczerniejewski@millerlegg.com 
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