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Meeting Notice  
Topic: 

Stimulus Package  ̧impacts on the industry  
(A Round Table Conference) 

Guest Speakers: 
Marie F. Bell, Director Intergovernmental Affairs, City of Miami 
Alice N. Bravo, P.E., District Six Director, FDOT 
Narinder S. Jolly, R.A., AIA, Assistant Aviation Director, MDAD 
Johnny Martinez, Director, Miami-Dade County Office of Capital Improvements 
Javier Rodriguez, P.E., Executive Director, MDX 
Dorian K. Valdes, P.E., Assistant Port Director, Port of Miami 
 
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2009 
Time: 11:30 AM (Networking & Registration) 

12:00 PM (Lunch & Presentation) 
 
Location: 94th Aero Squadron, 1395 NW 57th Ave, Miami, FL 33126 
 
Sponsors: American Society of Civil Engineers, Florida Engineering Society, Cuban 

American Association of Civil Engineers, & South Florida Womenõs 
Transportation Seminar. 

 
Cost:  $30 per member/ $40 per non member guest/Table of 10 for $400.  

All checks payable to the Miami Dade ASCE. Other sponsorship 
opportunities are available. Proceeds (after cost coverage) will be donated 
to the Academies of Engineering of Miami on behalf of the Sponsors. 

 
RSVP:  Beatriz Marrero (305) 372-7171  

Via e-mail: marrerob@cdm.com (preferred) 
 
Please note that due to charges being passed to ASCE, cancellations after 
Wednesday, June 17, 2009, will be charged for reservations made. 
 

 

mailto:marrerob@cdm.com
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SPEAKER½S BIOGRAPHY 
 
Marie F. Bell 
Director Intergovernmental Affairs 
City of Miami 
 
Marie Bell produces annual updates to the federal legislative agendas, including 
preparation of important policies and priorities in coordination with City 
departments for consideration by the Mayor, City Manager and City 
Commission. She represents the City and directs the advocacy efforts on City 
positions and interests in the U.S. Congress, the U.S. Senate, federal 
Administrations. She coordinates City of Miami American Recovery 
Reinvestment Act implementation and reporting.  
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
Supreme Court Circuit Civil Mediator: Assisted Court-appointed fiduciary 
including receivers, trustees, and assignees for the benefit of creditors, in 
carrying out all aspects of their duties and responsibilities. 
Executive Director Miami Dade Public School Oversight Board: Formulated 
recommendations for Advisory Board to be presented to the Miami-Dade 
County Public School Board and secondly to advocate for reform and 
streamlining measures to the various School Board members and working with 
department directors and union representatives. 
Community Affairs Specialist: Provided public affairs counsel for national 
healthcare firm in 30 offices in nine states.  Liaison with local community based 
organizations and legislative agencies.   
Mayorõs Office ð City of Miami Special Projects Coordinator: Responsibilities 
include public policy legislation and constituent services.  As well as, writing 
speeches and special reports, issues management, research and briefing; 
spokesperson; representative for the mayor at various local, state and national 
events. 
 
CIVIC EXPERIENCE: 
Womanõs Chamber of Commerce ð Board member  
Miami Childrenõs Museum ð Board member 
Governorõs Appointee Judicial Nominating Commission 11th Circuit Court 
2001-2008: Chair of Judicial Nominating Commission, 2007-2008. Act as a 
vetting process for the appointment of County and Circuit Court Judges.  I have 
conducted panel interviews for hundreds of judicial applicants. 
Chairperson of Florida Governorõs Haiti Advisory Board: Appointed by 
Governor Bush as Chairperson of the Advisory Board. The Board was charged 
with making recommendations to the Governor on short and long-term 
initiatives by the State of Florida in an effort to help in the reconstruction of 
Haiti. The Advisory Board worked with Haitian governmental officials, 
CARICOM, State Department, USAID, and Embassy Officials, private sector, 
civil society, non-profits and various political groups. 
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SPEAKER½S BIOGRAPHY 
 
Alice N. Bravo, P.E.  
FDOT District Six Director of Transportation Development 
  
Alice Bravo was appointed to her current position with FDOT in March 2007. 
She is responsible for all production aspects of District VI, including planning, 
public transportation, environmental management, design and right-of-way 
activities. Ms. Bravo has been with FDOT since August 2003, when she joined 
as Planning and Environmental Management Engineer. She serves as the FDOT 
representative on the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority SFRTA 
Governing Board.  
 
Ms. Bravoõs professional career began at a national engineering firm in 1991 as a 
bridge designer and highway engineer responsible for developing concepts and 
highway geometry.  In 1992, she earned a Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Miami.  Ms. Bravo went on to earn a Master 
of Business Administration from Florida International University in 1996. 
 
In 1997, Ms. Bravo joined a top national firm focusing on transportation and 
environmental engineering. She managed numerous projects including Project 
Development and Environment Studies, highway and bridge design projects for 
Municipal and FDOT clients. Prior to her departure from the firm in 2003, she 
was a vice president and served as the regional manager for South Florida and 
Puerto Rico, overseeing more than 30 professionals. 
 
An active member of her professional community, Ms. Bravo served as 
president of the Miami-Dade County branch of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers during 1999-2000, and has also served as branch director. She has 
had the honor of being asked to join the University of Miami Civil, 
Architectural and Environmental Engineering Department Industrial Advisory 
Board, and in 2004 became chair. In 2007, Ms. Bravo was named a board 
member of the Girl Scout Council of Tropical Florida and she served as the 
2007 co-chair for the òMaking Strides against Breast Canceró walk in Miami. 
She has recently been honored by being named Transportation Woman of the 
Year by the South Florida chapter of the Womenõs Transportation Seminar.  
 
Ms. Bravo is a licensed professional engineer in Florida since 1997 and in Puerto 
Rico since 2000. 
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SPEAKER½S BIOGRAPHY 
 
Narinder S. Jolly, RA, AIA 
Assistant Aviation Director, Capital Facilities Development  
Miami-Dade Aviation Department  
 
Narinder Jolly is an architect with more than 40 years of experience, currently 
serving as the Assistant Aviation Director for MDADõs Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP). Working in the private sector during the 1970õs, Mr. Jolly 
designed Miami International Airportõs E-Satellite Terminal and E-Federal 
Inspections Facilities. In 1991, Narinder joined the Miami-Dade Aviation 
Department and assumed progressively responsible positions until his 
appointment as the Assistant Aviation Director of Capital Facilities 
Development. 
 
The Aviation Departmentõs CIP includes the expansion of MIAõs airfield, 
terminal, landside and cargo facilities to meet future traffic demands, build 
flexibility to serve evolving market conditions, modernize antiquated and 
inadequate facilities, and includes selected projects at the General Aviation 
Airports.  
 
Mr. Jolly has served as a juror for Florida Institute of Consulting Engineers 
(FICE) design awards, American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) 
design awards and American Institute of Architects (AIA) design awards.  Mr. 
Jolly has also served as a discussion panelist and guest speaker at workshops 
conducted by American Institute of Architects, Airports Council International 
(ACI), and other community based organizations.  His credits include an 
appointment on the Miami-Dade County Asian American Advisory Board and 
participation in Public Television òAll about Architectureó series.  Mr. Jolly is an 
associate member of the American Institute of Architects (AIA), and has 
received AIAõs òGovernmental Leadership in Architectureó award. 
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SPEAKER½S BIOGRAPHY 
 
Johnny Martinez 
Director, Office of Capital Improvements 
Miami-Dade County 
 
Johnny Martinez was appointed the Director of the Office of Capital 
Improvements (OCI) for Miami-Dade County in January 2008.  He reports 
directly to County Manager George M. Burgess. 
 
As OCI Director, Mr. Martinez is responsible for guiding the Countyõs capital 
projects from planning and design through contracting and construction.  OCI 
provides support services to 19 client County departments and agencies for a 
wide-range of pre-construction and construction activities.  The County has 
more than 1,500 capital projects now underway or in planning stages throughout 
Miami-Dade including the $2.9 billion Building Better Communities General 
Obligation Bond (GOB) Program. 
 
Prior to joining the County, Mr. Martinez, a registered Professional Engineer, 
served as Secretary of the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for 
District Six since 2003.  In that position, he was responsible for state 
transportation projects in Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties. 
 
In a 20-year career with FDOT, Martinez held a number of leadership positions.  
He joined the state agency in 1985 as a Senior Project Manager and served in a 
number of roles including Assistant District Construction Engineer, District 
Consultant Management Engineer and District Director of Production before his 
appointment as head of the District Six regional office.  As District Secretary, 
Martinez was responsible for the coordination and development of capital 
programs at the local, state and federal levels and managed a $2.6 billion Five-
Year Work Program budget. 
 
Martinez holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Miami. 
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SPEAKER½S BIOGRAPHY 
 
Javier Rodriguez, P.E. 
Executive Director 
Miami-Dade Expressway Authority (MDX) 
 
Javier Rodriguez was selected by the Board of the Miami Dade Expressway 
Authority to serve as its second executive director and formally took over in 
March 2007. His primary duties are to oversee all aspects of MDXõs Twenty-
Year Master Transportation Plan, with its current $620.7 million five-year work 
program. MDXõs overriding objective is to serve as an innovative transportation 
agency dedicated to enhancing mobility in Miami-Dade County. 
 
Mr. Rodriguezõs responsibilities encompass the operation and maintenance of the 
existing toll road system, its expansion and financing. This includes long-range 
planning, design, right-of way acquisition, construction, purchasing and 
contracting, and enhancing relations with its partners: the State of Florida, the 
Department of Transportation, Floridaõs Turnpike Enterprise, Miami-Dade 
County, Metropolitan Planning Organization, state and local agencies and 
municipalities. 
 
Prior to joining MDX, Mr. Rodriguez worked with the Florida Department of 
Transportation, District Six (FDOT) for 16 years, including four years as 
Director of Transportation Systems Development. During his tenure at FDOT, 
he was responsible for the oversight of many large scale projects such as the 
Miami Intermodal Center and the Port of Miami Tunnel. 
 
A native Floridian, Mr. Rodriguez earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering from Florida International University and received his Professional 
Certification from the State of Florida. He has received numerous awards 
recognizing his public service and engineering ability. Mr. Rodriguez resides in 
Miami with his wife Katharine and two daughters Katharine Ann and Isabella. 
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SPEAKER½S BIOGRAPHY 
 
Dorian K. Valdes, P.E. 
Assistant Port Director  
Port of Miami 
 

Mr. Dorian K. Valdes, P.E. is the Assistant Director of the Capital Development 
Division who joined the Port of Miami in July 2008.  As part of the Port of Miami 
team, Mr. Valdes is involved with planning major Seaport construction projects, 
obtaining and utilizing grants, LEED, environmental mitigation and prevention, 
structural inspections, and quality assurance.  He also leads the development, 
preparation and management of procedures and policies to ensure successful and 
safe completion of all Port capital development projects that include the Port 
Tunnel and the deepening of the cargo wharves to 50 feet.  Mr. Valdes comes to us 
from DERM with over 21 years of experience in implementing Capital 
Improvement programs in excess of $400 million.  He is also responsible for the 
Portõs construction and environmental projects along with EPA NPDES 
Stormwater discharge permit. 
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PRESIDENT½S MESSAGE 
On May 15, 2009, the Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach Branches held 
the òOur Future with Reuse/Reclaimed Wateró symposium in Fort Lauderdale.  
The symposium was well attended by municipalities and firms from the tri-
county area.  The symposium was a success based on the number of attendees 
and the positive comments submitted.  We hope to continue collaborating with 
other ASCE Branches by promoting joint events on topics of interest to ASCE 
members.  
 
Mark your calendars for the 2009 Florida Section ASCE Annual Meeting on 
August 20th through 22nd at the Hilton Bayfront St. Petersburg, Florida.  For 
additional information on this event, please visit the Florida Section website at 
www.fla-asce.org. 
 
The success of the Miami-Dade Branch is largely due to its active membership, 
hard working committees, past leadership, and the current board. To keep this 
momentum going, we will need new leaders to get involved with the Branch. 
The following positions will be open for nominations: 
 

× President Elect 
 

× Vice President 
 

× Treasurer 
 

× Secretary 
 
The Branch will also need individuals to Chair the Communications and 
University Relations committees. Ballots for the positions will be distributed 
soon by means of email and will be posted in the July 2009 Newsletter.  
 
Get involved! 

Lucas Rincon, P.E.  
President 
Miami-Dade Branch ASCE 

http://www.fla-asce.org/
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Miami-Dade ASCE Branch attended UM ASCE Student Chapter Barbecue. 

 

Miami-Dade ASCE Branch at Baynanza 2009.  

 

Miami-Dade ASCE Branch participated in Mock Interviews @  

Turner Technical Arts Middle School 

 

NEWS/ 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ASCE National Elections  
 
How do I vote? 
Only voting members with a valid e-mail address on record as of May 15, 2009, 
will receive an electronic signature via e-mail starting June 15. The email will 
contain a link to the voting site. If you are eligible to vote and have not received an 
electronic signature by June 19, you may contact ASCE Customer Service at 800-
548-ASCE (2723) and request that one be provided. No electronic signatures may 
be provided on the phone, so a valid e-mail address is needed. 
 
Election ballots will also be sent to the address of record for all eligible voting 
members by the election vendor, Survey and Ballot Systems. The election ballot 
will not be included in ASCE News this year, but the biographical, vision 
statements and other information will be published in the June issue. 
 
Who is eligible to vote? 
Members at the grade of associate and above who are current on membership dues 
as of May 15 are eligible to vote in the national election. Students, Affiliate and 
Institute-only members are not eligible to participate in the election. Only 
members of ASCE and an Institute are eligible to vote for the Technical Region 
Director. 
 
For more information on the election, please visit the following website: 
www.asce.org 

2009 Florida Section Annual Meeting  
 

When:  August 20-22, 2009                                 
Where: Hilton Bayfront  

333 1st Street, South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

 
Celebrate the 80th Anniversary of the Florida Section ASCE at its Annual Meeting. 
Registrations are being accepted for the 2009 Florida Section Annual meeting. 
Register online (http://www.fla-asce.org) to sponsor, exhibit or attend. Make your 
hotel reservations now by clicking on the link below or calling 1.800.445.8667  

http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/SPTSHHF-ASE-
20090819/index.jhtml 

 
See Florida Section website, www.fla-asce.org, for preliminary program, meeting 
registration form, hotel reservation information, sponsorship form, and exhibitor 
form. 

http://www.asce.org/
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/SPTSHHF-ASE-20090819/index.jhtml
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/SPTSHHF-ASE-20090819/index.jhtml
http://www.fla-asce.org/
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Career corner  
Members seeking Job Opportunities 

 

Members Helping Members: 
If you know a member actively seeking employment, ask them to send a resume and 
we will post their name and contact information in the newsletter or refer any leads 
to him or her privately. You can help someone as easily as forwarding an email! 
 

Nash Thummadi, E.I. 
An Environmental Engineer with 5+ years of experience in environmental site 
assessments, remediation, compliance audits, asbestos and mold inspections, 
permitting, and other environmental services. Contact Nash at (954) 681-2091 or 
abthummadi@yahoo.com for full resume. 
 

Srikanth Gajula 
A talented Civil Engineer with over four years of engineering and management 
experience in wastewater and construction management of infrastructure 
improvement projects. Contact Srikanth Gajula at (786) 395-1159 or 
srikanthvg@gmail.com for full resume.  

 
Career corner  

NEW ASCE GUIDE HELPS YOU ºSURVIVE AND THRIVE» 
These days, you can't escape the news of our turbulent financial times. Its impact 
is in the headlines, in your inbox, and most importantly, in your pockets. But that 
doesn't mean you can't continue succeeding and moving forward in your 
professional and personal life.  
 
Thatõs why it's never been a better time to be an ASCE member. ASCE compiled 
the following resources and programs to ensure that you and your company get 
the help you need to not only survive, but thrive in this challenging economy.  
 
ASCE gives you the tools to excel at your profession and thrive in your personal 
life as well.  
 
ASCE's Career Connections - Browse Jobs, Resume Tips*, Job Coach Q&As*, 
Mentoring*, Salary Survey* (* - Requires member login) 
 
ASCE gives you the opportunity to distinguish yourself professionally while 
providing activities for you to meet new engineers who can help you in the future:  

× Specialty Certifications, Honors and Awards, Networking/"Build Your 
Networkó, Volunteerism, Webinars, and Professional Development  

× Professional Engineer (P.E.) Licensure and Professional Development 
Hours, Continuing Education Units, Management and Leadership Skills, 
Engineering Conferences. 

 
For more information go to http://content.asce.org/SurviveandThrive.html  
 
 
 

mailto:abthummadi@yahoo.com
mailto:srikanthvg@gmail.com
http://content.asce.org/SurviveandThrive.html
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Younger Member Forum (YMF) corner  
Upcoming Event 

Big Sweep 09 hosted by the Environmental Coalition of Miami Beach 
(ECOMB)  

 
 
 
When:  
Sunday, June 14, 2009 (8AM 
to 12 Noon) 
 
 
 
 
Where:  
South Beach  
 
 

 

 
The ASCE Miami-Dade Younger Members Committee will be participating in this event 
and would like to see our younger members and local student chapters show their ASCE 
pride by joining us. This will be a great networking experience as well as a fun time under 
the sun. For more information please contact Christopher Zavatsky at 
czavatsky@millerlegg.com.  
 

Past Event 
On Saturday, May 9, 2009, the Miami-Dade ASCE YMF hosted their second of the year 
Adopt-a-Road Highway Cleanup. The event took place on SW 104th Street between SW 
107th Avenue and SW 117th Avenue.  Approximately 12 members attended this event, 
including the Miami-Dade ASCE President Lucas Rincon.  
 

Thanks to all those who participated in this event. 
 

 

Got Facebook? 
Join our òMiami-

Dade ASCE 
Young Member 
Forumó to find 

recent updates of 
the YMF. 

 

Want to become YMF 
Member? 

We are looking for young 
members who are current 
ASCE members, under the 
age of 35 years, and have 
graduated in any track of 
civil engineering.  
 
If you are interested and 
would like to know the 
available positions then 
please contact Peter 
Dueño, YMF Chair, at 
pdueno@chenandassociat
es.com or Christopher 
Zavatsky, YMF Co-Chair 
and University Liaison at 

czavatsky@millerlegg.com 

mailto:czavatsky@millerlegg.com
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UPCOMING 
seminars/ 
webinars  

JUNE 2009 Continuing education  seminars  
 

Date Seminar Place 
June 18-19 Design of Buildings in Coastal Regions Savannah, GA 
 Financial Management for the Professional Engineer Atlanta, GA 
 Residential Land Development Strategies Charlotte, NC 
June 24-26 HEC-RAS Computer Workshop for Unsteady Flow 

Applications 
New Orleans, 
LA 

June 25-26 Wind and Seismic Retrofit of Buildings  Tampa, FL 
 
If you are planning to attend these seminars, please contact seminars@asce.org. For detailed 
descriptions of these seminars and many more, please click here. 

JUNE 2009 webinars  
 
Date    Webinar 
Jun 12  Compensatory Mitigation Conducted Under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
Jun 16  Strengthening Structural Steel Beams    
Jun 17  Innovative Designs for Improving Intersection Capacity    
Jun 18  Wind and Seismic Retrofit of Wood-Framed Buildings 
Jun 19  Negotiating Better Engineering and Architectural Contracts 
Jun 23  Design of Moment-Resisting Foundations for Pre-Engineered Buildings    
Jun 24  Mentoring: Guidance for Mentors, Proteges, and Organizations    
Jun 25  Sight Distance    
Jun 26  Understanding HEC-RAS Errors, Warnings and Notes 
Jun 30  From Project Engineer to Project Manager: Look Before You Leap    
Jun 30 LRFD Subsurface Explorations, Soil and Rock Testing 
 
Detailed descriptions of the web seminars are available on ASCEõs website at: 
www.asce.org/webinar/list. Registration for these seminars is closed 3 business days prior 
to the seminar. If you are attempting to register within the 3 days before the seminar begins, 
please contact customer service at webinars@asce.org. 

 

FLorida ASCE SEMINAR 
When: September 24, 2009 

Topic: Design Construction of Steel Sheet Piling Structures {7.5 PDHs or 0.7 CEUs}  

Where: Florida Mall Hotel & Conference Center, Orlando, FL. 

If you are planning to attend these seminars, please contact FL ASCE office at 850-224-6500 
or info@fla-asce.org  

 

mailto:seminars@asce.org
http://www.asce.org/files/pdf/conted/SS_CATALOG.pdf
http://www.asce.org/webinar/list
mailto:webinars@asce.org
mailto:info@fla-asce.org
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT 
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SPONSORS 

   

     

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT 
You can place a half page ($50 - one time; $400 ð one year) or a full page ($80 - one time; $600 
ð one year) advertisement in our newsletter. We also have sponsorship opportunities where 
you can place your business card in our newsletter for one calendar year and the price is $120. 

Thanks again for your continuous support and for making 2008 another successful year. If you 
have any questions, please contact the Branch Treasurer: Javier Manso, P.E. at 
javier.manso@hdrinc.com 

mailto:javier.manso@hdrinc.com
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SPONSORS 

   

   

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFO 
Please update your contact information with Nash 

Thummadi at abthummadi@yahoo.com, if you have 
recently changed firms, moved to new location, 

changed e-mail address and unable to receive this 
newsletter. 


